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Summary 
The NEWP assessment report (Environment and Invasives Committee 2026) is a compilation of the 

nomination and assessment process and prioritisation results for the initial phase of the National 

Established Weed Priorities (NEWP) initiative. Appendix B of the report provides a summary of the 

evidence base for the species assessed.  

This document provides the supporting references for the species summaries in Appendix B of the 

NEWP assessment report. In this document, species are listed in alphabetical order (common name) 

with references used in the invasiveness assessment (undertaken by ABARES) separated from those 

provided by experts to support their assessment of impacts (undertaken by a cross-sectoral panel of 

experts through an expert elicitation process).  

As part of the expert elicitation process, assessors were provided with supporting information on 

species impacts supplied by nominating organisations in their nomination form. The references 

provided as part of the nomination form are not included within this document, unless the reference 

was independently cited by an expert to support their assessment.  
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African love grass 
Scientific name: Eragrostis curvula 

References: Invasiveness 

ALA 2025, Eragrostis curvula: African Lovegrass, Atlas of Living Australia, accessed April 2025. 

ALA 2025, Observations of Eragrostis curvula (African lovegrass) in the ACT region, iNaturalist, Atlas 

of Living Australia, accessed April 2025. 

Firn, J 2009, ‘African lovegrass in Australia: a valuable pasture species or embarrassing invader?’, 

Tropical Grasslands, vol. 43, pp. 86–97. 

Godfree, R, Firn, J, Johnson, S, Knerr, N, Stol, J, & Doerr, V 2017, ‘Why non-native grasses pose a 

critical emerging threat to biodiversity conservation, habitat connectivity and agricultural production 

in multifunctional rural landscapes’, Landscape Ecology, vol. 32, no. 6, pp. 1219-1242. 

NSW WeedWise 2025, African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), NSW Department of Primary Industries, 

accessed April 2025. 

Queensland Government 2025, African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), Business Queensland, accessed 

April 2025.  

Richardson, FJ, Richardson, RG, & Shepherd, RC 2016, Weeds of the south-east: an identification 

guide for Australia, CSIRO Publishing.  

RBG 2025, Eragrostis curvula (Schrad.) Nees., PlantNET – NSW Flora Online, Royal Botanic Gardens 

Sydney, accessed April 2025.  

Velez-Gavilan, J 2024, Eragrostis curvula - Data sheet 21630, CABI Invasive Species Compendium, 

accessed April 2025. 

Western Australian Herbarium 2025, Florabase - Eragrostis curvula (Schrad.) Nees – African 

Lovegrass, The Western Australian Flora, accessed April 2025. 

References: Impacts 

Agriculture Victoria n.d., Impact of African Lovegrass, Victorian Resources Online, accessed July 2025 

(archived website). 

Agriculture Victoria 2025, Weeds Information: African lovegrass, Department of Energy, Environment 

and Climate Action, Victoria State Government, accessed 1st July 2025.  

Anderson, K, Elder-Robinson, E, Ferguson, M, Fredericks, B, Sherriff, S, Dickson, M, Howard, K, & 

Garvey, G 2024, 'Pathways between foodways and wellbeing for First Nations Australians', BMC 

Public Health, vol. 24, no.1. 

Anonymous n.d., Naracoorte Lucindale Council township weeds, accessed October 2025.  

https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/id.biodiversity.org.au/node/apni/2889922#overview
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations?nelat=-35.1244158&nelng=149.3992871&subview=map&swlat=-35.9205301&swlng=148.7627901&taxon_id=76850
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/AfricanLovegrass
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/invasive/other/african-lovegrass
https://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=sp&name=Eragrostis~curvula
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/10.1079/cabicompendium.21630#sec-4
https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/376#:~:text=Dispersal.,Possibly up to 5 years
https://florabase.dbca.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/376#:~:text=Dispersal.,Possibly up to 5 years
https://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/impact_african_love_grass
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/weeds-information/african-lovegrass
https://www.naracoortelucindale.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0029/1329392/Naracoorte-Lucindale-Council-township-weeds.pdf
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Anonymous n.d., Social and Emotional Wellbeing, Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet, accessed 

October 2025. 

Anonymous 2000, Aboriginal Plant use and Technology, Australian National Botanic Gardens 

Education Services, accessed October 2025. 

AVH 2025, Occurrence records: African lovegrass, The Australasian Virtual Herbarium, accessed 

October 2025. 

Bates, S 2021, The role of plant and soil microbial interactions in plant invasion in Australian 

temperate grasslands, PhD Thesis, University of Canberra, Australia, accessed 4th July 2025. 

Brisbane city Council n.d., Weed Identification Tool: African lovegrass, accessed October 2025. 

Brown, J 2023, The ecological and physiological drivers and the development of improved landscape 

detection of the invasive perennial, Eragrostis curvula, across the southern tablelands of NSW, 

Australia, PhD Thesis, The University of Sydney, accessed October 2025. 

Brown, J, Merchant, A, & Ingram, L 2023, Eragrostis curvula effects on above and below-ground plant 

species richness and diversity, In, XXV International Grassland Congress, Curran Associates, Inc., pp. 

17.  

Bush Medijina 2020, Bush Medicine, Anindilyakwa Services Aboriginal Corporation, accessed October 

2025. 

Business Queensland 2023, Other Invasive Plants: African Lovegrass, Queensland Government, 

accessed 1st July 2025. 

Campbell, MH 1983, ‘Area, distribution and weed potential of Eragrostis curvula (Schrad.) Nees in 

New South Wales’, Australian Weeds, vol. 2, no. 3, pp. 107-112.  

Crosthwaite, J, & Dorrough, J 2014, Economics of Controlling African Lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula) in 

Native Pasture in the Far South Coast of NSW, A report commissioned for the Far South Coast 

Farmers Network, Bega, Australia, accessed 1st July 2025. 

Csurhes, S, Leigh, C & Walton, C 2016, Invasive Plant Risk Assessment: African lovegrass Eragrostis 

curvula, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Biosecurity QLD Government, accessed July 2025. 

DCCEEW 2021a, Natural Temperate Grassland of the South Eastern Highlands: a nationally protected 

ecological community, Threatened species and ecological communities publications, Department of 

Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, Australian Government, Canberra, accessed 

October 2025. 

DCCEEW 2021b, Cumberland Plain Shale Woodlands and Shale-Gravel Transition Forest, Threatened 

species and ecological communities publications, Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water, Australian Government, Canberra, accessed October 2025. 

https://healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/learn/health-topics/social-and-emotional-wellbeing/
https://www.anbg.gov.au/gardens/education/programs/pdfs/aboriginal_plant_use_and_technology.pdf
https://avh.ala.org.au/occurrences/search?taxa=african+love+grass#tab_mapView
https://researchsystem.canberra.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/112087936/Bates_Sarah_E.pdf
https://researchsystem.canberra.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/112087936/Bates_Sarah_E.pdf
https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/african-lovegrass
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/handle/2123/32489/brown_j_thesis.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/handle/2123/32489/brown_j_thesis.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/handle/2123/32489/brown_j_thesis.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://bushmedijina.com.au/pages/bush-medicine#:~:text=Aboriginal%20culture%20traditionally%20uses%20Bush,Indigenous%20culture%20to%20the%20land
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/invasive/other/african-lovegrass#:~:text=African%20lovegrass%20can:%20*%20Compete%20with%20native,control%20*%20Mechanical%20control%20*%20Herbicide%20control
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/597493/SE00120-alg-economic-analyses-technical-report-final.pdf
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/597493/SE00120-alg-economic-analyses-technical-report-final.pdf
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/62716/IPA-African-Lovegrass-Risk-Assessment.pdf
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/62716/IPA-African-Lovegrass-Risk-Assessment.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/natural-temperate-grassland-se-highlands-guide
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/natural-temperate-grassland-se-highlands-guide
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/cumberland-plain-shale-woodlands-and-shale-gravel-transition-forest
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ecological communities publications, Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 

Water, Australian Government, Canberra, accessed October 2025. 

DCCEEW 2021e, Invasive species, problematic native species, and diseases, Australia State of the 

Environment report, Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, Australian 

Government, Canberra, accessed October 2025. 
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Department for Environment and Water n.d., African Lovegrass Pest Management Plan – Eyre 

Peninsula Landscape Board, accessed July 2025.  

Ens, E, Fisher, J & Costello, O 2015, Indigenous people and invasive species: Perceptions, 

management, challenges and uses, IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management Community 
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Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board n.d, Pest Species Regional Management Plan Eragrostis Curvula 
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Fire and Restoration Network n.d., African Lovegrass, accessed July 2025. 
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Graham, 2018, Impact of Perennial Weeds on the Monaro Grazing Industries, accessed October 
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Grice, T 2002, Weeds of significance to the grazing industries of Australia: final report, project 
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Management, University of Adelaide, Meat & Livestock Australia Ltd., accessed October 2025. 

Hartley, R, & Barrett, S 2008, Grass Conostylis (Conostylis misera) Recovery Plan, Department of 

Environment and Conservation, Government of Western Australia, accessed 4th July 2025. 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/conservation-advices/shale-sandstone-transition-forest
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/conservation-advices/iron-grass-natural-temperate-grassland
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/biodiversity/pressures/invasive-species-problematic-native-species-and-diseases
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/90479-conservation-advice-01062023.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20834-conservation-advice-15072016.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/18800-conservation-advice-15072016.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/18800-conservation-advice-15072016.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/ep/EPLB-pest-plan-AfricanLoveGrass.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/ep/EPLB-pest-plan-AfricanLoveGrass.pdf
https://ipm.ifas.ufl.edu/pdfs/ens_et_al_2015_indigenous_people_and_invasive_species_iucn_cem_ecosystems_and_invasiv.pdf
https://ipm.ifas.ufl.edu/pdfs/ens_et_al_2015_indigenous_people_and_invasive_species_iucn_cem_ecosystems_and_invasiv.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/ep/EPLB-pest-plan-AfricanLoveGrass.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/ep/EPLB-pest-plan-AfricanLoveGrass.pdf
https://fireandrestoration.org.au/african-lovegrass-2/
https://www.monarofarmingsystems.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Weeds-Paper_April-2018_Graham-Consulting.pdf
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/discover/get-help-with-weeds/african-lovegrass
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/research-and-development/final-reports/2021/comp.045-final-report.pdf
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/research-and-development/final-reports/2021/comp.045-final-report.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/c-misera.pdf
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