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Preliminary weed list 

 Scientific name Common name  Scientific name Common name 

1 Alternanthera philoxeroides  Alligator weed 42 Eragrostis cylindriflora African lovegrass 
2 Alternanthera pungens Khaki Weed 43 Erica lusitanica Spanish heath 
3 Ambrosia psilostachya Perennial Ragweed 44 Erica scoparia Besom heath 
4 Andropogon gayanus Gamba grass 45 Erigeron bonariensis Flaxleaf Fleabane 
5 Anredera cordifolia Madeira vine 46 Euphorbia paralias Sea spurge  
6 Arundo donax Giant reed 47 Galium aparine Goosegrass|cleavers 
7 Asparagus aethiopicus Ground asparagus 48 Genista monspessulana Cape Broom 
8 Asparagus asparagoides  Bridal creeper 49 Gloriosa superba Glory lily 
9 Asparagus scandens Asparagus fern 50 Gomphocarpus fruticosus Narrow leaf cotton bush 

10 Azadirachta indica  Neem 51 Harrisia martinii Harrisia cactus 
11 Bryophyllum delagoense Mother of millions 52 Heliotropium amplexicaule Blue heliotrope 
12 Calotropis procera  Calotrope | calotropis 53 Hymenachne amplexicaulis Hymenachne 
13 Carduus nutans Nodding thistle 54 Hyparrhenia hirta Coolatai grass 
14 Carduus pycnocephalus Slender Thistle 55 Hypericum perforatum St John’s wort 
15 Cenchrus ciliaris Buffel grass 56 Jatropha gossypifolia Bellyache bush 
16 Cenchrus longispinus  Innocent Weed 57 Juncus acutus Sharp rush 
17 Cenchrus macrourus African Feather-grass 58 Lantana camara Lantana 
18 Cenchrus pedicellatus Annual mission grass  59 Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye daisy 

19 Cenchrus polystachios Perennial mission grass 60 Ligustrum lucidum Large leaf privet 

20 Cenchrus spinifex Innocent Weed 61 Limnobium laevigatum Amazon frogbit|frogbit 

21 Cestrum parqui Green cestrum 62 Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle 
22 Chromolaena odorata Siam Weed 63 Lycium ferocissimum African boxthorn  

23 
Chrysanthemoides monilifera 
ssp. monilifera Boneseed 64 Marrubium vulgare Horehound 

24 Chondrilla juncea Skeleton Weed 65 Melinis repens Red Natal Grass 

25 Cirsium arvense Perennial thistle 66 Mimosa pigra 
Mimosa|Giant sensitive 
plant 

26 Conium maculatum Hemlock 67 Moraea flaccida One-leaf Cape tulip 
27 Convolvulus arvensis Field bindweed 68 Nassella neesiana Chilean needle grass 
28 Cortaderia selloana    Pampas Grass 69 Nassella trichotoma Serrated tussock  
29 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 70 Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata African olive 
30 Cryptostegia grandiflora Rubber vine 71 Opuntia aurantiaca Tiger pear 

31 Cryptostegia madagascariensis Ornamental rubber vine 72 Opuntia stricta Prickly pear 
32 Cuscuta campestris  Field dodder 73 Orobanche ramosa Branched broomrape 

33 Cuscuta indecora Large Seeded Dodder 74 Parkinsonia aculeata Parkinsonia 

34 Cuscuta suaveolens Chilean Dodder 75 Parthenium hysterophorus Parthenium 

35 Cytisus scoparius 
Broom | Scotch/English 
Broom 76 

Pilosella aurantiaca subsp. 
aurantiaca Orange hawkweed 

36 Digitalis purpurea Common foxglove 77 Pinus radiata Pine wilding 
37 Dolichandra unguis-cati Cats claw creeper 78 Pistia stratiotes Water lettuce 
38 Echium plantagineum Salvation Jane 79 Prosopis pallida  Mesquite 
39 Eichhornia crassipes Water hyacinth 80 Raphanus raphanistrum    Wild Radish 
40 Emex australis  Three Cornered Jack  81 Rhaponticum repens Creeping Knapweed 
41 Eragrostis curvula African lovegrass 82 Rosa rubiginosa Sweet briar 
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83 Rubus fruticosus spp. agg Blackberry 98 Sporobolus jacquemontii American rat’s tail grass 
84 Rubus laudatus  American Blackberry 99 Sporobolus pyramidalis Giant rat’s tail grass 
85 Sagittaria calycina Sagittaria / Arrowhead 100 Tamarix aphylla Athel pine | tamarisk 
86 Sagittaria platyphylla Sagittaria / Arrowhead 101 Tecoma stans Yellow bells/Tecoma 
87 Salix cinerea Grey sallow 102 Themeda quadrivalvis Grader grass 
88 Salix x fragilis nothovar. fragilis Crack willow 103 Tribulus terrestris Caltrop 
89 Salvinia molesta Salvinia 104 Ulex europaeus Gorse 
90 Senecio jacobaea Ragwort 105 Urochloa mutica Para grass 
91 Senecio madagascariensis Fireweed 106 Vachellia nilotica Prickly Acacia 
92 Senna obtusifolia Sicklepod 107 Vinca major Blue periwinkle 
93 Solanum elaeagnifolium Silverleaf Nightshade 108 Xanthium spinosum Bathurst burr 
94 Solanum linnaeanum Apple of Sodom  109 Xanthium strumarium  Noogoora burr 
95 Solanum sisymbriifolium Sticky nightshade 110 Zantedeschia aethiopica Arum lily 
96 Sporobolus anglicus Rice grass 111 Ziziphus mauritiana Chinese apple 
97 Sporobolus fertilis Giant Parramatta grass    

 
 
Ineligible weeds 

Weeds subject to a formal national eradication program are not eligible for assessment. These are: 
 

Scientific name Common name 

Limnocharis flava Limnocharis 

Mikania micrantha Mikania vine 

Miconia calvescens, Miconia nervosa, Miconia racemosa Miconia 

Striga asiatica Red witchweed 
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